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1 . BEGIN SUMMARY - WITH THE COMPLETION OF THE BASIC RECONSTRUCTION 
AND RECONFIGURATION WORK AT THE APARTMENTS AT 9 FLORENTSIYA 
STREET, KIEV (REFTEL B), THE REMAINING PROBLEMS CONCERN THE FINISHING 
WORK AT THOSE APARTMENTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE EMBASSY HAS NOT YET RECEIVED AN ANSWER TO ITS LETTER OF 
OCTOBER 20 (REFTEL ) CONCERNING ITS DIFFICULTIES WITH KIEV AUTHORITIES 

IN RESOLVING THE QUESTION OF WHO DOES THE FINAL FINISHING WORK AT THE 
FLORENTSIYA STREET APARTMENTS. FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW THERE ARE TWO 
BASIC CONSIDERATIONS. ONE IS PRINCIPLE, THAT IS WE SEE NO REASON TO 
GIVE UP A RIGHT IN KIEV WHICH WE ALWAYS HAD IN MOSCOW. INDEED THE 
IMPLICATIONS OF ACCEPTING THE KIEV AUTHORITIES' POSITION THAT ONLY 
SOVIET WORKERS CAN BE USED ON CONSTRUCTION WORK WOULD CREATEA VERY 
UNDESIRABLE PRECEDENT FOR THE MUCH LARGER PROJECTS AT GORKY AND 
STRELETSKAYA STREETS. 

3. THE OTHER BASIC CONSIDERATION IS THE SIGNIFICANT PRACTICAL 
PROBLEMS INVOLVED. FOR EXAMPLE, THE KITCHEN CABINETS. CLOSETS, 

STOVE HOOD VENTILATION, ETC. HAVE BEEN PURCHASED IN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. ALL INSTRUCTIONS AND LAYOUT DIRECTIONS ARE IN ENGLISH 
AND IN THE ENGLISH MEASURING SYSTEM, I.E., FEET AND INCHES. EVEN 
WITH AMERICAN SUPERVISION THE EMBASSY FREQUENTLY ENCOUNTERS 
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IN MOSCOW. WE RECENTLY DISCOVERED. FOR EXAMPLE, THAT LOCAL 
EMPLOYEES THREW AWAY ONE OF THE TWO GAS PRESSURE REGULATING 
DEVICES UPON THE INSTALLATION OF NEW STOVES. THE RESULT HAS BEEN 
SUBSTANTAIL MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS. WITH INEXPERIENCES, UNSUPERVISED 
UPKK EMPLOYEES THE SITUATION WOULD BE COMPOUNDED. ANOTHER 
PRACTICAL PROBLEM IS THE SOVIETS LACK OF EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES 
TO LAY WALL-TO-WALL CARPETING WHICH HAS BEEN SPECIFIED FOR THE 
APARTMENTS AT FLORENTSIY A. EVEN IN MOSCOW, UNDER AMERICAN SUPER- 
VISION, THE LAYING OF WALL-TO-WALL CARPETING PROPERLY HAS PROVED 
TO BE A DIFFICULT AND CONTINUING PROBLEM. 

4. THE EMBASSY'S CONTRACT SPECIALISTS PLAN TO GO TO KIEV DURING 
THE FOURTH WEEK OF NOVEMBER. WE HAD HOPED THAT WORK COULD BEGIN 
TWO WEEKS EARLIER BUT DIFFICULTIES WITH SOVIET VISAS, THE KIEV 
AUTHORITIES' POSITION AND THE URGENT NEED TO FINISH SEVERAL APART 
MENTS IN MOSCOW HAVE HELD BACK THEIR SCHEDULED DEPARTURE FOR KIEV. 
ASSUMING NO MORE DELAYS, WE EXPECT AT LEAST TWO AND POSSIBLY ALL 
THREE OF THE FLORENTSIY A APARTMENTS TO BE READY FOR OCCUPANCY 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS. 

5. AT THE MOMENT THE SITUATION IS AS FOLLOWS. KIEV AUTHORITIES 
WISH THE EMBASSY TO SIGN A FORMAL LEASE ON THE THREE FLORENTSIYA 
APARTMENTS. UNTIL NOW WE HAVE HAD AN INFORMAL MONTH-TO-MONTH 
ARRANGEMENT (THE ORDINARY PROCEDURE HERE) DURING THE RECONSTRUCTION 
AND RECONFIGURATION PHRASE. THE EMBASSY AND THE ADVANCE PARTY 
HAVE INFORMED THE SOVIETS WE WILL NOT SIGN A FORMAL LEASE WHICH 
INCLUDES PROVISIONS THAT PROHIBIT THE EMBASSY'S EMPLOYEES AND/OR 

ITS CONTRACTORS FROM CARRYING OUT FINISHING OR REDECORATING WORK. 

THE KIEV ADVANCE PARTY HAS INFORMED THE APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES 
THERE THAT THE EMBASSY HAS TAKEN UP THIS QUESTION OFFICIALLY 
WITH THE MFA (REFTEL A) AND THERE THE MATTER RESTS FOR THE 
MOMENT. 

6. THE EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE THE DEPARTMENT'S SUPPORT AND 
ASSISTANCE AT AN APPROPRIATE TIME WITH THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON, BY STRESSING THAT WE REGARD THE KIEV AUTHORITIES' 

POSITION AS UNTENTABLE AND CONTRARY TO THE NORMAL AND CURRENT 
SOVIET PRACTICE AND BY EMPHASIZING THAT IT WOULD BE UNFORTUNATE 
IF SIGNIFICANT DELAYS WERE TO RESULT FROM THE UNCOOPERATIVE 
ATTITUDE OF THE KIEV AUTHORITIES ON THIS MATTER. 
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